
External Communications Toolkit
2027 Grains Innovation Fund 

Grain Farmers of Ontario

Grain Farmers of Ontario is the province’s largest commodity organization, representing Ontario’s 28,000 barley, corn, oat, soybean, and 
wheat farmers. The crops they grow cover over six million acres of farmland across the province, generate over $4.1 billion in production 
value, result in over $27 billion in economic output and are responsible for over 90,000 jobs in the province.

Overview 

The Grains Innovation Fund is intended to drive growth and innovation in Ontario’s grain end-use markets. This fund supports the develop-
ment of new and reformulated products and processes that result in expanding market demand and opportunities for Ontario barley, corn, 
oat, soybean, and wheat crops or crop residues. Successful proposals that satisfy the fund’s eligibility criteria can receive up to 60 per cent of 
the cost of the proposed project, up to a maximum of $75,000.

Eligibility

To qualify for the Grains Innovation Fund, an applicant must demonstrate that:
•	 The project utilizes a minimum of 40 metric tonnes per year of Ontario barley, corn, oats, soybeans and wheat crops or crop residues*.
•	 The project must also meet at least one of the following criteria:

o  Open new markets for Ontario grains or grain residues,
o  Expand the use of, and demand for, Ontario grains or grain residues,
o  Promote Ontario grains or grain residues as the best choice,
o  Support the development of novel value-added products derived from Ontario grains and/or
o  Increase the value (premiums) of Ontario grains or grain residues.

*The 40 metric tonnes per year requirement may be waived for pilot projects that initially use smaller volumes but must demonstrate the potential to significantly increase 
future utilization of Ontario grains or grain residue.

More detailed eligibility information can be found in the Program Overview document.

https://gfo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2027-GIF-Program-Overview.docx


How to apply: 

Applicants must complete the project Application Form and submit it via email to Rachel Zimic at rzimic@gfo.ca. Eligible projects will be 
reviewed by Grain Farmers of Ontario’s market development and sustainability committee, composed of farmer-member delegates and staff.

Successful applicants will be contacted in January 2027. Awarded funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis once eligible expenses 
have been documented.

For more information on the program and application details, please visit gfo.ca/grains-innovation-fund or contact marketdev@gfo.ca for 
more information.

Quick reference information:

Webpage: https://gfo.ca/grains-innovation-fund

Primary contact: Rachel Zimic, Market Engagement Specialist
                                 E-mail:  rzimic@gfo.ca. Phone number: 519-830-5612

Application Intake Period: July 21 - November 6, 2026

Grain Farmers of Ontario Social Media: 
•	 x.com/GrainFarmers
•	 linkedin.com/company/grain-farmers-of-ontario/

Communications Toolkit

Promotional guidelines:

We are targeting innovative companies utilizing Ontario grains in their products or processes. Please help us promote this initiative to the 
intended audience by posting on social media, sharing through newsletters, or outreach through different channels.

We’ve created this toolkit which has pre-approved content and visuals that can be used to help promote this initiative. Thank you in advance 
for your support and outreach efforts!

2027 Program Overview
2027 Application Form

https://gfo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2027-GIF-Project-Application.docx
https://gfo.ca/grains-innovation-fund
https://gfo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2027-GIF-Program-Overview.docx
https://gfo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2027-GIF-Project-Application.docx


Long-form content 

LinkedIn Post #1 
Applications are now open for the 2027 Grain Farmers of Ontario Grains Innovation Fund.

If you’re developing an innovative product, process, or technology that creates new market opportunities for Ontario barley, corn, oats,  
soybeans, or wheat, this funding could help move your project forward.

Eligible applicants can receive up to $75,000 in reimbursement-based funding, covering up to 60 per cent of eligible project costs. 

To qualify, projects must: 

• Use at least 40 metric tonnes of Ontario grains annually

• Create new market opportunities or increase demand and value for Ontario grains

• Deliver benefits to Ontario’s grain sector

Recent funding has supported included innovations in soy protein processing, commercial bakery ingredients, sustainable building materials, 
and value-added wheat products.

Application deadline: November 6, 2026, at 4 p.m. EST

Learn more and apply: gfo.ca/grains-innovation-fund Questions? rzimic@gfo.ca

#AgInnovation #OntAg #GrainInnovation #AgriFood

LinkedIn Post #2 
Innovation starts with great ideas - and Ontario-grown grains.

The 2027 Grain Farmers of Ontario Grains Innovation Fund is accepting applications from businesses and organizations developing mar-
ket-ready projects that create new and expanded uses for Ontario barley, corn, oats, soybeans, or wheat.

Priority areas include:

• Food processing and ingredient innovation

• Bio-based materials and renewable fuels

• Pet or animal feed innovations

• Value-added processing

• Market development initiatives that grow demand for Ontario grain products

Funding is available for up to $75,000 per project, covering up to 60 per cent of eligible project costs.

Apply by: November 6, 2026, at 4 p.m. EST

Learn more: gfo.ca/grains-innovation-fund

#OntAg #GrainsInnovation #AgTech #SustainableAgriculture #ValueAddedProcessing



Visuals 

Pre-approved graphics can be found here and attached to the original e-mail. Images are sized for LinkedIn and X.

Short-form content 

Twitter (X) Post #1 
Applications are now open for the @GrainFarmers 2027 #GrainsInnovationFund.

Developing innovative products with Ontario barley, corn, oats, soybeans, or wheat? Eligible projects can receive up to $75,000 in funding.

Apply by November 6, 2026 (4 p.m. EST):

gfo.ca/grains-innovation-fund

Twitter (X) Post #2 
Turn innovative grain ideas into market opportunities.

The @GrainFarmers 2027 #GrainsInnovationFund supports projects that create new uses and demand for Ontario-grown grains.

Up to $75,000 is available for eligible projects.

Deadline: November 6, 2026 4 p.m. EST

gfo.ca/grains-innovation-fund


