
 

   

 Breaking Language Barriers to Keep New Canadian Workers Safe in the 
Manufacturing Sector  

 

      

 

Workplace Safety & Prevention Services offers safety resources in 6 languages  

For Immediate Release Friday, April 12, 2024: Language barriers could put new Canadians and 
temporary foreign workers at risk on the job as Ontario fill gaps in its labour market by welcoming 
newcomers to the province at historic levels.  

To ensure tens of thousands of new Canadians entering our workforce have a clear understanding 
of health and safety rights, responsibilities, and workplace hazards, Workplace Safety & Prevention 
Services (WSPS) has developed multilingual learning resources to support the manufacturing sector 
in 6 languages. The materials aim to reduce injuries and fatalities by raising worker safety awareness 
and providing simple instructions for staying safe on the job.  

Optimized for viewing on mobile devices, these tips and short, animated videos target hazards that 
can cause serious harm and were developed in languages identified as an area of need by industry 
stakeholders including Food and Beverage Ontario.  

The new multilingual resources are available in Mandarin, French, Punjabi, Tagalog, Spanish 
and English and include:  

• Loading and unloading trailers safely  
• Lockout tagout: Staying safe with hazardous energy  
• Machine and conveyor safety  
• Racking  
• Pedestrian safety: Safety around cars, vans and trucks  
• Safe lifting  
• Slips, trips and falls  

Access the manufacturing worker safety resources.  

Employers are encouraged to share these resources to help their workers better understand how to 
protect themselves on the job and make workplaces safer.  

They may also wish to download and display the following QR code poster in their workplace, so 
workers can scan the code and quickly access the resources they need in their language of choice.  

• Agriculture Multi-language Worker Safety Resources Poster  
• Manufacturing Multi-language Worker Safety Resources Poster  

With knowledge of their rights and responsibilities, new Canadians, temporary foreign workers and 
others who identify English as their second language can become advocates for health and safety 
and a resource to coworkers and their community.  

 

https://click.agilitypr.delivery/ls/click?upn=u001.4S1YGp2TNQ6dmnAVioIxAmd3DpZKb07OK-2FlZQJIg3BI0FRnDUl7nVltc68R2-2FT8DK-2FfHbt-2F14MuML2W-2Fo1k1TrbEvFCO8ex7cfJN-2FNjFkF4gVK-2BtrDBeUysdRsu0RZ4B3hklQZ880y4p-2BcP8w0BMfA-3D-3DTupY_mdhqoWLUJHohvgKsm2j0vh9qLzayTC41JEs0ownsXOKDUW5wmDBIhgG9PTx8J-2FtX69y3AugRcoBFA1j2MUoSr6NYhx1oHZDIVc7hSRYYBkfHcjppbSSClzS1lp7fPTwLg2Rl2ucEAv6cS8X7JV4HD-2BcyoYQ5J-2BQQb7HaZRpiq9CrVy3qEDJlY7HX-2B8UvA-2FGrVukFxYKXnCATeLWW5W7vosfxRvAOG-2BrGXTKLe-2BHXEEsIlEKxsJvjdKl8-2FSKnv-2BizBqHWPAPfvaPI2u0OfCX-2F9RWrv6-2Ffu4a2d8OYlsRmrVJWRMUB7QlgMoPRXvpcTpc9BPY683x-2BkvTDdYzXv9QMgGXgpNZlzFINS7PoomNy6kdZJ9Ex-2BvC3wAmKNyPgxeu6QDgfrwF8vzLqmfRtZTEWZw-3D-3D
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Workplace Safety & Prevention Services (WSPS) is a not-for-profit organization committed to 
protecting Ontario’s workers and businesses. It serves more than 171,000 member firms and 4.2 
million workers across the agricultural, manufacturing and service sectors. A proud partner in the 
province’s occupational health and safety system and a trusted safety advisor since 1917, WSPS 
has a rich history of making workplaces safer. 
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For more information, please contact Sharon Bowes at sharon.bowes@wsps.ca. 
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