
OPEN LETTER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA BY RETAIL, FARMING  

AND PROCESSING ASSOCIATIONS 

 

THRONE SPEECH PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMITMENT TO A GROCERY CODE OF CONDUCT  

Dear Minister Bains, Bibeau and Ng:  

On behalf of the respective associations in Canada’s agri-food industry that we collectively represent, we 
are writing to request that the Government of Canada include in the upcoming Throne Speech, a 
commitment to begin the process of establishing a Grocery Code of Conduct for Canada.  Such a 
reference would not bind the government to any particular outcome in terms of what would be included 
in a Code, but simply would reflect a recognition that the need for a national conversation on this issue 
is long overdue.  

Over the last few years, consolidation in the food industry, particularly within the retail sector, has in 
our view, distorted fair market practices.   Demands made by large retail chains for retroactive cost 
reductions, the imposition of fees and penalties, have had and continue to have, a significant impact on 
the ability of Canada’s independent retail grocers, farmers, food and beverage processors to compete, 
innovate and invest in their own businesses.  All of which in turn, effects Canadian consumers and our 
food security.  

The most recent example of these demands, a few weeks ago, was the widely publicized imposition of 
fees by Wal-Mart on all their suppliers across the country.   There should be no doubt that we can 
expect those demands have been or will be replicated at some point, by other large chain retailers, or 
other retail buying groups, that will not want to be put at a competitive disadvantage.  The fact that this 
could be taking place in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, should be of particular concern to all 
three levels of government.  

When excessive concentration has distorted the free market, as in for example the payments or wireless 
industries, the federal government has responded by introducing Codes of Conduct that provide more 
fairness and accountability.  In our view, there is no less a need for such a mechanism in our agri-food 
industry.  This approach has been adopted in other jurisdictions, such as the United Kingdom, Ireland 
and Australia.  

Following the reference in the September Throne Speech, together with your government, we can then 
begin discussions on the framework for establishing a collaborative process for moving forward with the 
development and the elements of a Grocery Code of Conduct.    

It is time to protect Canadian consumers.  It is time to protect our agri-food industry.  It is time to ensure 
the strategic importance of food security in Canada.  Thank you for your consideration and we look 
forward to discussing this issue with you and your respective officials in the weeks ahead. 

 

 

 



 

 

   

 


